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Divine Presence 
1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. 3 He restoreth 
my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteous-
ness for his name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me. 5 Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my 
head with oil; my cup runneth over. 6 Surely good-
ness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for 
ever. (Psalm 23 King James Translation) 

These ancient words speak to the deepest hurts 
and hopes of the human heart. This short Psalm 
lifts our spirits to God in ways that lengthy theologi-
cal discourses seldom succeed. In times of need, we 
long not for ideas, but for presence—the embrace of 
One whose faithfulness is sure. 

Psalm 23 artfully joins two images for under-
standing God’s presence, providence, and provision. 
God is both a shepherd who leads and protects and 
a gracious host who welcomes and blesses. Perhaps 
no one image is sufficient for understanding God’s 
loving embrace. Multiple images and metaphors are 
needed. These two, shepherd and host, speak to our 
experience of life as a journey in which we often find 
ourselves in places we never want to tread confront-
ing forces that threaten to overcome us. The images 
of a faithful shepherd and gracious host give us 
hope that God never deserts us, not even the valley 
of the shadow of death. 

This short Psalm not only helps us understand 
how God is present, but tenders to us God’s pres-
ence as we speak these words as an affirmation of 
faith. These simple words have the power to open 
our hearts as well as our minds to God’s presence. 

As we begin to speak of God, we begin to experience 
God’s loving embrace and no longer are content to 
simply speak about God, but find ourselves talking 
directly to God. Notice the transition in verse four 
from speaking about God to personally addressing 
God. As we speak these words, we are brought into 
God’s presence in prayer and praise. 

In the New Testament book of Romans, the 
Apostle Paul proclaims, “For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39 NRSV). 
Both the Old Testament and New Testament are 
grounded in an experience of God’s loving embrace. 
Today we are privileged to share in this experience 
of God’s faithfulness. Not as an abstract idea, but as 
a lived reality in both the joys and sorrows of life. 

There will be times in our lives when we will 
question the goodness of God. Our journeys will 
take us to places where God appears absent. In 
those times and places, we are able to discover the 
power of words to open the eyes of faith and to help 
us discover in deeper ways how God is with us. As 
the words printed on the page become etched on our 
hearts, we experience the loving embrace of God 
which sustains and fulfills. This is the hope which 
undergirds our lives and eternity. 
 
Growing with you, 
 
 
 
Joe DeRoulhac 
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Youth Ministries  
Who Are You and What Do You Believe? 

A  little pop quiz: Have you spent recently think-
ing about who you are and what you believe?  

Sometime in the past year?  Month? Week?   
 I ask because it’s likely that your faith might 
have gone through some significant changes since 
the last time you took stock.  That’s the really won-
derful thing about belief and humanity. Regardless 
of the eternal truths we might always (or almost al-
ways) be sure of, the way we are able to utilize and 
interpret those things changes almost constantly.  
Which of us doesn’t have a profoundly different view 
on the panache of creation in the blooming months of 
spring than we do in the rainy depths of winter?  
Both have their charms, but each is unique, as are 
our experiences of them.   
 So in light of that, the youth have been en-
gaged in a long term project on Thursday nights 
building their spiritual autobiographies.  If you’re 
sensing that there might be two meanings here, be 
assured, there are.  Each youth has come up with a 
three dimensional project meant to represent their 
experience of self and faith to date in their lives.  
These are projects rife with symbolism in color, form, 
material, and content.   This final product will be a 
physical representation of all the intangibles of be-
lief and personhood as understood until now.  
 Through this process, however, each youth 
also has the opportunity to continue to grow spiritu-
ally as they dig deeper into the things that they be-
lieve and have questions about.  The result is that 
the project becomes somewhat inaccurate over the 
course of the work as the creator discovers new in-
sights and remakes what has been in light of them. 

 It’s an incredibly exciting project because no 
matter how faithful the resulting object is to the 
maker’s intentions, it immediately needs retouching 
and alterations.  Though the term of our time spent 
working on these projects will be limited (through 
the end of this month), these can become ever evolv-
ing models for processing and expressing an ever 
changing faith and self.  Though most traditions 
have not used such a heavily symbolic and physical 
method, many do have a customary way of recording 
the developing faith of the individual.  The Mora-
vians, a small denomination with roots in Europe, 
regularly write a lebenslauf, or run-of-life, a sort of 
spiritual autobiography that one re-writes from 
childhood until death, with a loved one often com-
pleting the last version.  Other denominations keep 
the tradition of a confirmation class for adolescents 
during which they are invited to write a credo, or 
statement of basic beliefs. 
 So as our youth combine some of these tradi-
tions into a thoroughly independently Baptist ver-
sion of spiritual autobiography, I invite you to not 
only pop in and see some of the work being done in 
the BYF room, but also perhaps take some time to 
document yourself and your perspectives on faith 
and God at this point in your life.  I hope you, like 
the youth who have been dedicated to this work over 
the past few weeks, find insight, joy, and more than 
a few surprises in the process. 
 

⎯ Erin Gordon, Associate Pastor 

intervened, spontaneous beach dancing and wave 
frolicking, relational tensions honestly resolved,  
adventure walks, an accompanied hospital visit, a 
translation tragedy turned teachable opportunity, 
friendships formed beyond language barriers, candles 
created, children hugged and outsiders valued.  
 When these 13 ABW ladies went back to their 
many and varied home locations they took with them 
more than memories, they took back changed lives. 
Changed to see their own neighborhoods with new 
eyes. Changed to live life differently, to pay attention 
to the glimpses of grace all around them. Changed to 
share their own stories and the stories of their new 
friends. Friends whose lives and language are  

different, yet whose hopes and dreams are very much 
the same. With similar struggles of wanting to see 
God's best for their families and loved ones, they now 
work together as partners with God and each other to 
live in grace. 
 Thank you for the awesome privilege of being 
a part of God's amazing grace in Costa Rica. Because 
of your prayers, partnership and support, people are 
coming to know grace, growing in grace and being 
changed into grace givers.  
             Grace and peace, 

⎯ Mylinda Baits,  
ABCUSA Missionary to Costa Rica 

Reprinted with permission from International Ministries  
http://www.internationalministries.org/read/10510 

(Continued from page 2) 
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E.S.Foote Library  
Large Print Collection and All God’s Children 

I  often hear people mention that they love to read 
but can no longer see well enough to read print.  

Did you know that we have a nice selection of 
books in large print?  We have several translations 
of the Bible as well as books by well known au-
thors: Philip Yancey, Max Lucado, Billy Graham, 
Madeleine l'Engle, James Herriot, Garrison Keillor 
and many others.  There are also many novels by 
Jan Karon, Janette Oke and others. 
 If your eyes are still good and you are in 
the mood for some serious study, you might want to 
read Twelve Greeks and Romans Who Changed 
the World.  In this new book, Carl J. Rickard sets 
before us a dozen men whose accomplishments ir-

revocably shaped Western thought and society, 
among them Homer, Thales, Plato, Cicero, Pericles, 
Themistocles, Augustus, Alexander, Scipio, Julius 
Caesar, Paul and Augustine.  This is a lively  
appreciation of both the glories and faults of the 
founders of the Western world. 
 For our children, we have one new addition 
to our library, All God's Children by Pauline 
Webb.  Filled with delightful pictures showing  
how boys and girls live, play and dress in other 
countries, there are many stories about real life in 
those countries. 
  Happy Reading! 

⎯ Virginia Chapman, Librarian 

Mustard Seed Tutorial Center 
Journal Excerpts from Dick and Susan Roger’s Bike Ride Across the USA 

T his month, I continue to offer tales from the  
road as Dick and Susan Rogers pedal their way 

toward New York.  As you may already be aware, 
Susan and Dick left Redlands on February 21 on a 
tandem bike to raise money for Mustard Seed.   
As they travel, they are keeping records and  
sending them back in letters of update.  Here are 
some excerpts: 
From March 13:  As Sue went into the convenience 
store and I waited outside with the bike, a gentleman 
named Bill Strauss asked me where we were going, 
and I responded, "New York."  However, he wanted to 
know where we were headed today.  I told him that we 
were going to stay in Big Lake, but that I wasn't sure 
where.  He then invited us to stay at his ranch about 
ten miles south of town.  We put the tandem into the 
back of his pickup, and as we departed he called his 
wife on his cell phone and said, "I've done it again."  
From March 17:  We found a motel on the east side of 
town, located across the street from a small restau-
rant where we ate, still dressed in our cycling clothes.  
The sight of a man in tight shorts seems to evoke a few 
stares from the folks who are off the beaten cycling 
paths.  In fact, yesterday in the grocery store in  
Ballinger, while standing in the check-out line behind 
a very young (6-8 yr-old) girl, I was subjected to her 
observation, "Now that's embarrassing!"  That was 
one of the few times I was at a loss for words. 

From March 22:  My sister had contacted the local TV 
station before we arrived, and a reporter made an ap-
pointment to interview us at 2:00 PM.  She showed up 
at the stroke of the hour, talked with us, and shot 
some video for perhaps 30 or 45 minutes.  
From April 10:  Susan’s brother drove us out to  
Little Briar Creek Baptist Church, the church their 
mother attended when she was a young girl.  The 
church was founded in 1777 and is believed to be one 
of the oldest Baptist churches in Georgia.  The church 
is also unique because there is a spring on the church 
grounds from which water can be pumped into the 
outdoor baptistry.  
From April 16:  When we got into town and found the 
motel, Susan assumed her normal duties as chief mo-
tel room inspector.  Both rooms she inspected failed to 
meet her standards, so she announced that we would 
have to press on to Blackstone.  It was 7:45 PM by 
that time, and I was afraid we would not be able to 
get there before dark.  In spite of my protestations, she 
decreed that if it got dark we would "stealth camp" in 
a pasture by the road rather than stay in the motel.  
Having learned from almost fifty years of marriage 
that "yes, dear" is the answer that seems to cover all 
situations, I agreed and off we went.  
From April 17:  Along one of the back roads, we en-

(Continued on page 9) 
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Children’s Ministries 
Missions Work and Easter Sunday 

2 009 is the year we have been concentrating our 
time with missions. On Thursday nights guest 

speakers have introduced to our children different 
countries, traditions, and food.  We continue to work 
with the promise of our children connecting with 
other cultures; growing in their faith and serving in 
different capacities in the life of the church.  They 
have assembled some health kits to be taken to Nica-
ragua by Mark Carpenter. They have also continued 
on Thursday night with the fishpond fundraising ef-
forts while learning some Spanish and meeting new 
speakers from other countries.  Virginia Chapman, a 
recent speaker shared about Africa.  She brought pic-
tures, some drums for the children to play and talked 
about her life there.  As a follow up, Kathy Briggs, a 
daughter of missionaries, talked with them about 
living in Africa as a child. She brought clothes for the 
children to try on and pictures to see.  Bruce Derby 
came and talked about his time in Japan.  He 
brought them several different kinds of Japanese 
food. They asked a lot of questions and enjoyed their 
time with Bruce.  Another type of mission work is 
with those who are handicapped.  Kevin Fisher came 
and talked with them about what it was like to be in 
a wheelchair.  They had activities that showed them 
what is like to not have the use of their body parts: 
writing with a pencil between their teeth; hands 
wrapped up, blindfold on and had to be “escorted” by 
another child while following directions; and lastly, a 
wheelchair game to show them how hard it is to get 
around.   This past Thursday, Dr. Bob Namvar (a 
colleague of mine from California Baptist University) 
came and talked to them about Iran.  He brought the 
children books to view, a globe and maps and asked 
them to find Iran on the globe.  He had clothing, pic-
tures and many books to look through.  He taught 
them some Persian words and brought them three 
different kinds of candy which his wife had made for 

them.  The children are always very engaged with the 
speaker – they ask many questions and enjoy learn-
ing about other cultures.   
 Our children also participated in the services 
on Palm and Easter Sundays.  On Palm Sunday, 
there were more than 30 children (we may have lost 
count!) carrying in palm branches with the adult 
Chancel Choir. The Carol Choir sang later in the ser-
vice. On Easter Sunday, the Junior Disciples enacted 
the scripture passage for the day and more than 30 
children sang two songs during both services.  Kevin 
Fisher and Mark Estey designed and built a “tomb 
with the stone rolled away” out of Styrofoam for the 
scripture and the song.  These children showed up on 
Sunday morning at 8:15, practiced, did microphone 
checks, sat through most of the 1st service before 
singing, and read the scripture passage. They also 
went to the lounge to hear the Easter Story for Bible 
and Breakfast. Then there were four different Easter 
egg hunts for the different age groups. Our children 
then came back to the lounge for a snack and into the 
2nd service to sing and perform for the rest of the con-
gregation.  They were all well behaved while putting 
in a very long morning!  They had a great time and 
many people said they were blessed to have the chil-
dren as part of the Sunday morning worship service. 
 Junior Disciples (JD) continue to serve in 
various capacities every Sunday – acolytes, commun-
ion, helping Dennis, greeting, etc.   If you see a JD – 
tell them you are glad they are a part of the worship 
life of the church. 
 We have many teachers and volunteers pre-
paring throughout the week to work with our chil-
dren on Thursday evenings and Sunday mornings.  
When you think about our children, pray for their 
teachers! 

⎯  Deena Chapman,  
Pastoral Associate For Children’s Ministries   

Summer Celebration:  
"Rock Solid Followers"  
 

Children ages 4-2nd Grade 
Beginning Sunday, June 21 
9:30 a.m. in the PreK/K Classroom 
 

Join us for great fun in Bible stories, crafts & games 
every Sunday this summer! It’s an exciting 12-week 
outdoor adventure & camping trip that helps  
children discover how Jesus is with them everyday. 

Junior Disciples (JDs)  
 

Children entering 3rd-5th Grades 
Beginning Sunday, June 21 

9:30 a.m. Starting in the Sanctuary   
 

JDs will assist our children understand the signifi-
cance of being lifelong disciples of Jesus. They will 

participate in the church worship service, then be 
excused before the sermon for their own learning 

experience with a new topic each week.  
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We remember the life of  

Angela Jelliffe 

March 7, 1951—April 15, 2009  

Women’s Small Group 
Bible Study 

“Forgiveness - Making Peace with 
the Past” by Douglas Connelly.   

 

Friday, May 8 (final study for the season) 
7-8:30 p.m. at Cindy DeRoulhac’s house  

 

All women are invited for a time to study, con-
nect with others, and receive encouragement. 
Join the group anytime. Please contact Cindy 

or the office for more information 
909.793.3289.  

You are Invited to Attend 
First Baptist Redlands 

Ministry Information Brunch 
 

Sunday, May 17 
9:45 a.m. in Judson Hall 

Find out about our ministries, programs and 
dreams. Please contact Pastors Joe or Erin for 

more information.  

Because you have shared in our lives watch-
ing our friendship 

and love grow 

Dale Barwick and 
Deena Chapman 

invite you to celebrate their wedding on 
 

Sunday, May 10, 2009 
First Worship Service (8:30 a.m.) 

The First Baptist Church of Redlands 
51 West Olive Avenue 
Redlands, California 

 
 Open House Reception 

“The Cottage” 
Redlands, California 
10:30 am – 4:00 pm 

  

 In lieu of gifts, please make a donation to 
Mustard Seed Tutorial Center 

or 
The First Baptist Church of Redlands 

 
Deena@fbcredlands.org or 909.793.3289 

You are Invited to our Family 
Movie Night for the Community 

At First Baptist Redlands 
in the Chapel Theater 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children need a parent or an adult present. 
Children friendly environment 
Snacks & drinks provided 
Wide screen surround sound theater   
Feel free to bring your dinner and snacks 

 

Upcoming Family Movie Night:  
Saturday, June 13: Special Out of School Movie 

Bash—BOLT (PG) 

Saturday, May 2 
Toy Story (G) 

 

No charge  
Doors open at 6 p.m. Movie 

begins at 6:15 p.m. 

Save the Dates: Adult Summer 
Sunday Morning Study 

“Rock Solid Connections”  
July 5 through August 2, 2009 

After the service at 10:50 a.m. in the Lounge 
More information to follow 
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 Reserve Your Spot for our  
Church Retreat at Campus by the 

Sea on Catalina Island:  
“Rock Solid Connections” 

August 7-9, 2009 
     Costs:  
z Adults: $172.00 
z Children (3-12yrs): $135.00 
z Children (under 3) $90.00 

Limited to the first 65 registrations 
Please contact Hien Huynh for more information.   

Youth Ministries 
Upcoming Events 

 

►Friday, May 8th. 
Broomball with 1st 
Methodist at Ontario Ice 
Skating Center. Leave 
FBCR at 9:10 p.m.  
Cost $12 (due May 7th)
►Sat., May 23rd. Spirit 
West Coast Concert  
in Del Mar. For High 

School only. Leave 
FBCR at 9:30 a.m. Cost 
$65 (due May 3rd) 
►Friday, June 5th.  
ABCLA Dodger Night, 
leave FBCR at 5 p.m. 
Cost $12  
►Sat., June 27th. Bi-
ennial Youth Gathering 
in Pasadena. Leave 
FBCR at 8 a.m. Cost 
$15 (due May 31st). 

Come and see 
the Nursery & 
Toddler Rooms 

 

You are invited to come 
and take a look at the 

newly renovated nursery 
and toddler rooms.  

Carpeting, linoleum, and 
painting were recently 

completed.   
Much appreciation to 

those who contributed to 
the Memorial Fund 

through which we were 
able to complete the  

renovation. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, May 19 
From 4:00 till 8:00 p.m. 

120 E. State St., Redlands 
909.792.3313 

www.gourmetpizzas.com 

15% of sales every 3rd Tuesdays from 
4-8 p.m. on all dine in and take out orders will 

be given to our Ministries. Enjoy their great 
pizzas, pastas, sandwiches, and unique 

desserts while supporting our church and 
Connecting with others. 

9th Annual 
 

 
 

 

Help our members and friends 
connect with others in the church family. 

People will sign up at different locations without 
knowing who will be attending.  Participants will be 
informed of the location a week prior to the BBQ. 

Please contact Jonathan Peske or the church 
office 909.793.3289 to host a BBQ at 

your home this summer. 

Sponsored by Diaconate Commission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bounce House, Games, Food, Fellowship, Pie  
Baking Contest & Water Balloon Toss Competition.  

 

Sunday, June 28, 2009 
On the Church grounds from 11 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

(Food will be served at 11:15 a.m.) 
 

Enter the Pie-Baking Contest:  
Bring your entry to the patio before 9:30 a.m.     

The Diaconate will be Barbequing: 
Hamburgers & Veggie Burgers: $4 — Hot Dogs:$3 
(Special $2 per item for children under 10 yrs. old) 

 

For The Potluck: 
Please bring your most exciting, favorite, or  

special salad, side dish or dessert!! If your last 
name begins with...  

...A-H please bring a Salad  
...I-P please bring a Dessert  

...Q-Z please bring a Side Dish  
More information to follow.  
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Women’s Ministries 
Women… Destined for God’s Purpose 

T he 2009-2011 ABW Ministries two-year program 
theme, to be launched in July, is Women . . .  

Destined for God’s Purpose.   Our general meet-
ing on May 6 at 11:00 a.m. will be dedicated to ex-
ploring the meaning of the new theme and how it 
relates to us at FBCR.  New theme resources will be 
available to help us we plan the programs and stud-
ies for the coming year. Mary Jane Auerbacher has 
invited us to her home for the meeting and encour-
ages us to bring lots of ideas and suggestions as to 
how we can best serve God’s purpose through our 
church and its mission.  We are asked to bring a 
salad to be shared for the Salad Luncheon on the 
patio. We will enjoy some lovely organ music played 
by Mary Jane.  The new officers for the up-coming 
year will be installed by Vi Wiant. 

Scholarship Program 
 On Mother’s Day, May 10 a special offering 
will be received to support the Scholarship  
Program for young Baptist women who are prepar-
ing for careers in Christian work.  Scholarships are 
awarded to women in the United States and in sev-
eral countries overseas. Our goal this year is $1000.     
We rejoice that our congregation has contributed 
generously in the past with last year’s offering total-
ing $1,241. The women who receive our support are 

indeed grateful for the financial help they receive, 
for our prayers and for little remembrances like 
greeting cards for birthdays and holidays.  We, on 
the other hand, are happy we have an opportunity to 
make a difference in the lives of young women in 
many countries. 

Calendar for May 
• Friday, May 1 at 10:00 a.m. Church Women 

United will celebrate May Friendship Day at First 
Methodist Church, Redlands. 

• Monday, May 4 at 6:30 p.m. Ruth Circle. Salad 
and Dessert Potluck and Planning at the home of 
Jean Gail 

• Friday, May 8 at 7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study. 
At the home of Cindy DeRoulhac. 

• Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. Charity  
Carman Circle. Fellowship and planning. At the 
home of Ann Smith 

• Wednesday, May 20 at 12:00 p.m. Miriam Circle. 
Potluck and Planning. At the home of Jean Wise. 

• Wednesday, May 27 at 9:30 a.m. Women’s  
Ministries Board meeting.   

                       
 Happy Mother’s Day! 
   —Doreen Condron Waters  
         Women's Ministries President  

Family Ministries 
2009 Family Movie Nights, Class for Parents and Other Events  

J oin us for these opportunities for families. Dates 
with a  indicate the Class for Parents on Thurs-

day nights at 6:45 p.m. in Judson Hall (after the fel-
lowship dinner). Class is geared for parents with 
young children, expectant parents, and anyone inter-
ested in learning more about the topics.  
• Saturday, May 2: 6:00 p.m. Toy Story 1(G) 

Special Edition. Family Movie Night in the Chapel 
Theater with prizes and snacks. 

•  May 7: Finding Our Story Session:  Physical 
Touch: As a gesture of love, reaches to the depths of 
our being. As a love language, it is a powerful form 
of communication from the smallest touch on the 
shoulder to the most passionate kiss. 

• May 14: Family Game Night on Birthday 
Nights (the 2nd Thursday of every month). Spend 
time playing games with other families.  

•  May 21: Finding Our Church Families’ Sto-

ries Part 1. Come and hear from a panel of mem-
bers from our church who will share their stories.   
1. Muriel Wagner: Experiencing faith, hope, and 
love through life's winding and difficult roads. 
2. Vi Wiant: Church, racism, & raising our family 
through the civil rights movement. 

•  May 28: Finding Our Church Families’ Sto-
ries Part 2. Come and hear from a panel of mem-
bers from our church who will share their stories. 
1. Orville & Virginia Chapman: The good, bad, 
and the ugly parts of raising our family as mission-
aries in 4 continents. 
2. Dr. Rebecca Rio-Jelliffe: Loving your ene-
mies: WWII & Japanese occupation of the Philippines.    

•  June 4: Finding Our Story Review and  
Discussion. Making summer plans.  

• June 11: Family Game Night on Birthday Nights 
(the 2nd Thursday of every month).  
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countered a group of five dogs that apparently decided 
we had invaded their territory, so they came out after 
us with vigor.  The leader, a large black dog, seemed to 
be serious about catching up with us, and there was no 
way we were going to outrun him.  I stopped the tan-
dem, turned, and yelled at the pack, and this caused a 
couple of the dogs to at least slow down.  Then Susan 
let out a shrill blast on the whistle we have been saving 
up for such a situation, and that did the trick.  The 
leader stopped, and the other dogs followed suit.  
 I’m so grateful for Susan and Dick and what 
they’re doing.  In addition to reports, they are also 
sending back precise coordinate information and I am 
plotting those locations on a map that appears on  
Mustard Seed’s website.  If you would like to follow 
this journey more closely, please give me a call at  
909.335.8678 or send me an email stoddard@mstc.us.  
And, as always, there is more information about this 
trip on Mustard Seed’s website, www.mstc.us.  

— Eric Stoddard, Executive Director of Mus-

(Continued from page 4) 
 

Worldwide Prayer Concerns 
“For we are not contending against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 
against the powers, against the world rulers of this present darkness, against the 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly place.”—Ephesians 6:12    

1 . Iran 
Amnesty International and Compass Direct 

Pray for  Maryam Rostampour and Marzieh  
Esmaeilabad who are being held in an Iranian 
prison without formal charges or legal representa-
tion.  They are both suffering from fever and infec-
tion, but have not received necessary medical care, 
according to Amnesty International’s website.  
Both women had been involved in church activities 
and distributing Bibles.  Their families have been 
told that the women are accused of “acting against 
state security” and “taking part in illegal gather-
ings,” but it appears that these women have been 
jailed simply because of their Christian faith.  Pray 
that they would get the medical and legal care that 
they need.  Pray that Christians in Iran would be 
free to worship Jesus and share their faith with 
others without governmental interference.    
 

2 . Pakistan  
various sources 

As I prepared this Tapestry article, there were 
many different stories coming out of Pakistan 

about Christians who had been threatened, beaten, 
imprisoned, or raped; but not been granted justice 
by the governing authorities in this Islamic nation.  
Pray that Christians in this country would be able 
to be faithful, despite the persecution they face. 
Pray especially for the physical and spiritual safety 
of Christian boys and girls growing up in Pakistan.  
  

3 . Somalia 
various sources 

As this article was being written, the rescue of 
Captain Phillips from the Somali pirates had just 
been successfully completed.  Pray for the people of 
Somalia to find a livelihood other than piracy.  
Pray for economic opportunity and political stabil-
ity in that nation.  Pray for crews from other na-
tions who are currently being held hostage and for 
the safety of ships in that area of the Indian Ocean.  
  

—Jonathan Peske 
Please contact Jonathan to share information about 

the persecuted church or news from the mission field. 

Grief Recovery Support Group 
Meets on Monday nights 

at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Lounge 
 

 
 
 
 
 

As part of our ongoing congregational and  
community care ministry, First Baptist Redlands 

sponsors a weekly support group for those grieving 
the death of a loved one.  Each meeting consists of 

a video featuring some of the nation’s foremost 
experts on grief recovery as well as a group 

sharing time. Participants have an opportunity to 
cover the content of the videos and learn how to 

cope with issues associated with the grieving 
process. In our group setting, people only share if 

they are comfortable. No one will be put on the 
spot.  It helps just to listen to others. 
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May 2009 
SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

     1 Prayer for youth  
gatherings 
• Nursery/Toddler CGS 
Play Date...9am  

• Church Women 
United...10am 

• Young Adult May  
Cook-Out...7pm 

2 Prayer for Family 
Movie Night 
 
• Family Movie Night:  
Toy Story 1(G) 
....6pm 

3Prayer for Chancel Choir 
 
 
 
 
 

• Worship Schedule* 
• National & World Missions 
Commission...12pm 

• Youth Ministries...12:20pm 
• Angela Jelliffe Memorial 
Service...3pm 

4 Prayer for Parenting 
Your Parents 
• Men’s Breakfast…8am 
• Ruth Circle ...6:30pm 
• Boy Scouts 
Troop 16...7pm 

• GriefShare...7pm 
• Parenting Your  
Parent...7pm 

5 Prayer for U. S. Leaders 
 
• FBCR Blood Bank Donation 
at Redlands Community 
Hospital...12:30-6pm 

• Pastoral and Personnel 
Commission..7pm 

6 Prayer for Women’s  
Ministries 
 
• Women’s Ministries  
Planning Meeting...11am 

7  Prayer for Boy Scout 
Troop 16  

 
• Prayer Team...2:30pm 
• Thursday Night Schedule** 
 

8  Prayer for  
Women’s Bible study 
 
• Women’s Bible 
Study...7pm 

• Youth Broomball  
Outing...9:10pm 

 

9 Prayer for Pastor 
Joe and Cindy 
 
 

10 Prayer for the 1st  
Service Worship team 
 
• Worship Schedule* 
• Deena Chapman and Dale 
Barwick Wedding...8:30am 

• Youth Ministries...12:20pm 

11Prayer for Pakistan 
 

 
 

• Men’s Breakfast…8am 
• Boy Scouts 
Troop 16...7pm 

• GriefShare...7pm 

12 Prayer for Commissions 
 
• Diaconate...6:30pm 
• Christian Education...7pm 
• Finance & Property...7pm 
• Local Outreach...7pm 
• Worship...7pm 

13 Prayer for Dick and 
Susan Roger’s Bike Ride 
Across the Country For 
Mustard Seed   
 

14 Prayer for Pastor Erin 
 

• Prayer Team...2:30pm 
• Thursday Night Schedule** 
May Birthday  
Celebration 

15 Prayer for those in 
the military 
 
• Nursery/Toddler CGS 
Play Date...9am 

• ABCLA Youth Leader’s 
Meeting 

16 Prayer for  
Mustard Seed 
 
• Kiwanis Rummage 
Sale in the church 
parking lot…8-2pm 

17  Prayer for young lives 
 

 

•  Worship Schedule* 
• Ministry Information 
Brunch...9:45am 

• Youth Ministries...12:20pm 
 

18 Prayer for men’s 
breakfast 

• Men’s Breakfast…8am 
• Boy Scouts 
Troop 16...7pm 

• GriefShare...7pm 

19 Prayer for wisdom as 
people vote today 
 

Special Election Day 
• First Baptist Night-Gourmet 
Pizza Shoppe…4-8pm 

20 Prayer for Women’s 
Ministries Circles 
 
• Miriam Circle...12pm 
• Charity Carman 
Circle...6pm 

21 Prayer for Sunday 
School teachers 

 
• Prayer Team...2:30pm 
• Thursday Night Schedule** 

22 Prayer for Put-It-
Together 
 
• Put-It-Together...5-9pm 

23 Prayer for families 
 
• Put-It-Together.9-5pm 
• Young Adult Bike 
Workshop...9-12pm 

• Youth Ministries Spirit  
West Coast  
Concert...9:30am 

24 Prayer for FBCR Youth 
 

 

•  Worship Schedule* 
• Youth Ministries...12:20pm 

25 Prayer for those 
hurting 

Memorial Day 
Office Closed  

• Men’s Breakfast…8am 
• Boy Scouts 
Troop 16...7pm 

• GriefShare...7pm 

26 Prayer for Executive 
Council members 
 
• Executive Council...7pm 

 

27 Prayer for Christian 
Counseling Service 
 
• Women’s Ministries Board 
Meeting...9:30am 

28 Prayer for ABCUSA 
Biennial preparations  
 

• Tapestry Team...9am 
• Prayer Team...2:30pm 
• Thursday Night Schedule** 
 

29 Prayer for those  
graduating from school 
 
• Nursery/Toddler CGS 
Play Date...9am 

30 Prayer for victory 
against drugs and 
abuse 
 
 
 

31 Prayer for Church Staff 
 

 

•  Worship Schedule* 
Youth Ministries...12:20pm 

  •     

*Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

8:30 Worship Service - Sanctuary  
8:30 Bible & Breakfast  (ages 4 - 2nd grade) - Arts & Craft Room  
9:30 & 9:45 Youth & Adult Sunday School Classes -Check Bulletin  
9:30 Cherub Choir and Carol Choir - Check Bulletin  
10:00 Children’s Sunday School Classes  - Check Bulletin  
10:30 Fellowship - Patio 
11:00 Bible and Brunch (ages 4 - 2nd grade) - Arts & Craft Room                                                  
11:00 Worship Service with Organ/Chancel Choir - Sanctuary  
 

**Thursday Night Dinner and Program Schedule 

5:45 Dinner line opens - Fellowship Hall  
6:30 God’s Kids (ages 4 - 2nd grade)-Pre K-K Classroom  
6:30 Junior Disciples (3rd-5th grades)-Pre K-K Classroom   
6:45 Class for Parents Fellowship  - Judson Hall  
6:45 Pastor’s Study: The Hands & Feet of Jesus: Missions  
 of the Church for Today’s World - Fellowship Hall     
6:45 Thursday Night Youth Creation Cooperative (6th-12th grades) - 
 BYF Youth Room             
7:45 Chancel Choir Rehearsal- Choir Room                                     
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8 – 9:45 a.m. 
Missions 
Workshops: 
 

• Building Bridges: 
Reaching Out to a Diverse & Changing World 

• Small Churches Can Do Great Things 
• Global Perspective on Immigrant and Refugee 
Resettlement 

• Hands-On Discipleship through Economic 
Development 

• Encountering Women and Children at Risk 
• Cross-Cultural Equipping of Leaders 
• ABCUSA and Baptist-Muslim Dialogue led by 
ABCUSA General Secretary A. Roy Medley.   

• And more... 
 
 

10 – 12 p.m.  Biennial Worship Service:  
 

Speaker - Nick Vujicic, “My Hands...My Feet”. 
Nick Vujicic was born without arms or legs and 
given no medical reason for his condition. 
Faced with countless challenges, God has 
given him the strength to surmount what others 
might call impossible.  
 

12:30 - 2:30 p.m. 
Lunch Gathering 
Discussions 
 

• A Taste of the 
World Mission Conference Luncheon: 
Experience an event that has impacted the lives 
of thousands coast to coast! Different 
missionaries will share powerful stories of 
cutting edge ministries. ($20) 
• Beneath the Skin: Baptists and Racism: A 
served luncheon with a panel discussion about 
the DVD of that name, produced by the Baptist 
Center for Ethics, with support from National 
Ministries and other Baptist groups. ($35) 
• And more... 
 

3 – 5 p.m. Explore the Mission Fair  
 

Connect with missionaries, agencies, authors, 
publishers, and leaders who are making a 
difference throughout our country and world.  
 

3 – 5 p.m. General Session 
 

5:30 – 8 p.m. A Multi-Cultural Family Fest 
Celebration 

Enjoy A Day Trip to the National Biennial Gathering  
A Once in a Lifetime Experience To Connect With Others 

Saturday, June 27 meeting at FBCR at 6:15 a.m. 

$50 per person 
Childcare options available  

Contact the church 
office to register 
909.793.3289 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


